IN CONFIDENCE

BT NETWORK INFORMATION – ANNEX A

Annex A
Network Information Publication Principles

General Information

1
BT will publish a general description of its network structure.  It will identify the towns where the following are located.

a
Local (Host) Exchanges

b
Trunk Exchanges

c
International Exchanges

The description will identify all types of stored programme control switching systems.  It will include schedules of the inter-connect network interfaces generally available from each type of system for inter-connection with other public operators' systems and the nature of inter-connection service provided e.g. egress, ingress, any-to-any and international.  Each interface will be identified by reference to relevant technical specifications, with details on the availability of any optional features.  Call routing principles will be explained.

2
The publication will be available from the address shown in Paragraph 7 not later than  April 1994.

Information available to potential and actual inter-connecting Operators.

3
BT will provide the following information in total to Oftel (now Ofcom) and, under a standard commercial confidentiality agreement, to those holding licences under Section 7 of the Telecommunications Act 1984 and to those who have formally applied for such a licence.  The information provided to a licensee or potential licensee will, unless the Director General agrees otherwise, be relevant only to the geographic areas in which the licence authorises (or will authorise, when awarded) the licensee to offer a service.

a
The types and numbering ranges of systems from those identified in Paragraph 1 currently in service in each of the areas delineated by a Numbering Area Code (i.e. a Local Numbering Area, LNA).

b
For each LNA, the town location of the host (processor) system or systems that control that LNAs remote concentrator units.

c
For each LNA, the town locations of DMSUs handling (on a normal or alternative basis) their trunk traffic.

d
Notification of planned changes to any of the above.

e
The charging structure and detailed information contained in the "National Charging Information Package", which will be updated at least monthly.

4
Where bilateral negotiations on inter-connection are taking place with a licensed Operator of a Relevant Connectable System or one that has applied for a licence which will give that status, BT will provide precise details of the locations identified in Paragraph 1.  The information will be supplied under a standard commercial confidentiality agreement.  Sufficient information to identify suitable points for in-span inter-connection to take place shall be provided.

5
Network information, other than that included in Paragraphs 3 and 4, which an Operator reasonably requires to establish a proposed service will be provided by BT during bilateral discussions on a "need to know" basis.

Advance network planning

6
BT will take account of the need of other operators to know, for their own planning purposes, what changes to the BT system are planned.  BT will, within the information published under the terms of Paragraph 1, publish general statements outlining developments to the network planned for the next five-year period.  BT will also make available, under the terms of Paragraphs 3, 4 and 5, details of its network plans which will affect inter-connect arrangements between BT and Communication Providers and potential licensees.  This information will cover a two-year forward period but it must be recognised that plans will be less firm the further forward they are projected, particularly in the second year of the period.  The information will be provided without prejudice to BT's right to modify the plans for proper commercial reasons or as the result of extraordinary unforeseen events.

Requests for information

7
The information referred to in Paragraph 1 will be available on request to 




BT Interconnect Agreement Secretariat


 

pp 3A.17



BT City Place 



Beehive Ring Road



Gatwick 



West Sussex




RH6 0PA 

8
BT will respond to other requests for information within one month.  BT may make a reasonable charge for the cost of reproducing information.

Information from other Operators

9
In practice, other Operators have to share network information with BT if technical arrangements for inter-connection are to be efficient and effective from the perspective of both parties.  BT and Oftel (now Ofcom) hope that other Operators will see the value of adopting these principles on the publication of information in respect of their networks as well.

DEFINITIONS

Local Numbering Area (LNA)

A geographic area identified by a Numbering Area Code within which a single local numbering scheme exists, usually in the form of a Linked Numbering Scheme, to identify the network termination points on the exchange(s) serving that area.

The geographic coverage of each LNA will be described in accordance with the relevant numbering convention(s).

Numbering Area Code

A national code comprising 2, 3 or 4 significant digits (i.e. excluding the prefix digit "0") that is used to identify a discrete geographic locality within the context of a geographic numbering scheme.

National Dialling Code

The National Dialling Code is formed by the combination of the National Dialling Prefix "0" and the Numbering Area Code and is the form in which destination information is presented for use by customers.

National Charging Information Package

This package contains several files of data which enable the recipient to calculate the charge band for any call from an originating UK Directory Number to any other Charging Number String (CNS) in the world.  (The CNS is the necessary set of digits required to identify the charge applicable to a particular call number).  The NCIP is updated monthly and is produced in personal computer applicable format (e.g. ASCII flat file on 3.5" high-density disks).
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